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Mr. Rick Karl, Acting Chief
Emergency and Enforcement Response Branch
United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region §
77 Wast Jackson Boulevard - - .
Chicago, I11inols 60604-3590 . £ .

Dear Mr. Karl:

This is in response to your June 21, 1993, request for assistance
regarding classification of radfoactive contamination at two locations in
Chicago and ona Wast Chicago location, We have reviewed all available
information concerning these locations and make the following recommendations:

1. 316 East I1linois St., Chicago - Radioactive material at this location
should be classified as "source” materfal. This location was apgartntly
a warehouse factlity used in conjunction with the Lindsay Light Chicago
gas mantle manufacturing opsration. . .

2. 161 East Grand, Chictgo - Radioactive material at this location should be
classified as "source” matsrial. This location apparently housed the
corporata offices for Lindsay Light and was the manufacturing operation
for the gas mantles. Howavar, there 1s no substantive information that
indicates that thorium was actually extracted from ore at this location.
Lindsay Light produced thorium nitrate and used 1t for the gas mantle
manufacturing operation, and, in fact, exported thorium nitrate during
the period in question. The exact location whare tha thorium nitrate was
produced 1s unknown. Therefore, the contamination assoclated with this
property must be assumed to be associated with the manufacturing of gas
mantles and should be classified as *source” material.

3. 185 Waest Washington, West Chicago - Our informatfon indicates that this
Tocation was used as a laboratory facility in sugport of Kerr-McGee
activities at their West Chicigo site. Since all of the contamination
assocfated with the Kerr-McGee West Chicago operations hava been
determined to be "Byproduct material™, the contamination at this location
2hgu1gago classified as "Byproduct Material™ as dafined in 32 I11. Adn.
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Pleass note that the above is based on a careful review of very limited
information. [f we obtain additional informatton that alters the above
recommandations, we will inform you promptly. We hops this information s
helpful and 1f we can be of additional assistance please contact us.

Sincerely,

vision of Radioactive Matertals
JGK:ren



